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 Faith in Jesus Christ is the only cure
for the moral and social diseases that we see.
More and more, as we have seen re�ected
in the recent Spring Break Bacchanalias,
Americans are losing their moral objectivity
on their way to indulging whatever passions
are aroused by natural sensations and expe-
riences. Morality, law, and a healthy soci-
ety require more than an impersonal nature
and natural sensations. What we need is a
supernatural cure. What other moral power
or restorative is there than respect for what
God commands? God has revealed in Holy
Scripture and ful�lled in Christ an absolute
ethical ideal for all ages and all people.

 As Christians, we are reminded that
fallen human nature is sinful. Martin Lu-
ther described sinful man as incurvatus in
se; that is, �curved in upon himself,� or in
other words, �sel�sh.� �e Christian also
recognizes that this curvature applies to him
too. Believers are as the Scriptures describe:
simul justus et piccator (simultaneously
a sinner and a person justi�ed by God�s
grace). �e Christian realizes that he must
rely on God�s grace in Jesus Christ and seek
the guidance of God�s commands. Unlike
many optimistic and progressive thinkers,
the Christian does not see humanity mov-
ing to higher and higher levels of ethical
achievement, but always in need of God�s
forgiving love from the Cross. His faith,
therefore, will not be in human nature but
in God.
 St. Augustine (354-410), Bishop of

Moral Decay Needs 

a Supernatural Cure

Hippo (Algeria), explicitly presented the
Christian basis for moral thinking in his
all-time classic City of God. Bishop Au-
gustine felt compelled to write his book
after the barbarian Alaric sacked Rome in
410. At that time, the pagans argued that
Rome fell from its former glory because it
had embraced the Christian superstition. In
response, Augustine exposed the corruption
of the old Roman religion and defended the
noble character of the Christian faith. But
he went beyond the immediate issue, to ex-
plain the great con�ict between the king-
dom of God (or City) and man�s kingdom.
 He is not speaking of the con�ict

between the Roman church and the Roman
Empire, but rather two realms of allegiance.
�e City of man resulted from our �rst
parents� fall into sin. For this reason, the
coercive powers of government are neces-
sary. �e City of God, on the other hand, is
established by God�s grace through Christ�s
sacri�cial death for the sins of the world.
�e citizens of this kingdom are those who
have received God�s salvation. �e City of
man is characterized as love for self even to
the contempt of God. �e City of God is
characterized as the love of God even to the
contempt of self. �e former glories in self
and the later in the Lord.
 As Christians we have to live in
both these cities, but we must not confuse
the one with the other, and it is our noble
task to win others for the Heavenly City
that shall have no end.   continued on page 2
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Human creations, as we know, are ever rising and falling. �e tragedy of all tragedies is to set
one�s heart on the earthly city when citizenship in the eternal city, built at the in�nite cost of
Christ�s own blood and life, is free for the asking.
Unfortunately in our day, too many churches are succumbing to the pressures of a world bent
not only on silencing Christian thought and charity, but ultimately forcing participation in
its rede�nitions of human nature, infanticides, crimes and lusts. Harassed by laws and seeking
social acceptance, churches have abandoned their duty to resist the decaying e�ects of immo-
rality, and their commission to proclaim that faith in Jesus Christ is this world�s only hope.
In a truly liberal society, churches must be free to proclaim the Gospel, persuade conversions,
denounce sin, and conduct educational, medical, and charitable work without compulsion to
violate their consciences formed by the Word of God. Restoring moral foundations and sus-
taining civil happiness will not come from the City of man and its denial of the supernatural,
but rather from appealing to the City of God. Only when individuals experience regeneration
will society be regenerated. And the new birth only comes from Him who came from above
and dwelt among men

Pastor Douglas Jones

Christianity Stabilizes Families
�e Christian family is a dynamic force for good. If it is ignored or penalized, its weakening

weakens the whole of society. Most of us don�t
need sociology to tell us this. �ere is a large body
of evidence linking religiosity (Christianity) to
the health of family and society. One study held
that the rate of divorce and separation is 2.4 times
higher among nonbelievers than churchgoers.
Another major study found that those who �fre-
quently attend religious services are only about
half as likely to separate.� Couples who share the
same denomination are 42 percent more likely to
be very happy than couples who do not; moreover,
higher rates of attendance and theological con-
servatism are also associated with greater marital

happiness, especially when spouses have similar beliefs and attendance patterns. (Some insight-
ful books in this area of sociology would be Soft Patriarchs, New Men: How Christianity Shapes
Fathers and Husbands; Why Americans Need Religion; Who Really Cares; Bowling Alone).
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When God Made Moms 
 By the time the Lord made our �rst mother
to be the wife of Adam, He was into His sixth day
of creation. An angel appeared and asked: �Why
are you spending so much time on this one?� And
the Lord answered and said, �Have you seen My
spec sheet on her?� She has to be completely wash-
able, but not plastic; run on black co�ee and left-
overs; have a lap that can hold three children at
one time and that disappears when she stands up;
have a kiss that can cure anything from a scraped
knee to a broken heart, and have six pairs of hands!
�e angel was astonished at all these requirements.
�Six pairs of hands!� exclaimed the angel. �e Lord
replied, �Oh, the hands are easy compared to the
three pairs of eyes that mothers must have. She
must have one pair of eyes to see through a closed
door as she asks her children what they are doing--even though she already knows. Another
pair in the back of her head is to see what she needs to know even though no one thinks she
can. And the third is in the front of her head. �ey are for looking at an errant child and saying
that she understands and loves him or her without saying a single word.� �Absolutely wonder-
ful. Lord,� said the angel as he moved toward her and touched her. �She�s so soft,� remarked
the angel. �But she�s tough.� said the Lord. �She will be able to heal herself when she is sick,
and feed a family of six on a pound of hamburger with a little this-and-that. She can even get a
nine-year-old to stand in the shower,� the Lord further explained. �Will she be able to think?�
asked the angel. �e Lord smiled and assured the angel that not only can she think, she can
reason and negotiate. �e angel then noticed something and reached out and touched her
cheek: �She�s got a leak,� he said. ��at�s not a leak; that�s a tear,� the Lord chuckled. �What are
tears for?� asked the angel. �e Lord said, ��e tears are her way of expressing her joy, sorrow,
disappointment, pain, loneliness, grief and pride.� �en everything grew very quiet. �e angel
began to think what the Lord meant when he said things like errant child, sorrow, disappoint-
ment and pain�. �e Lord knew what the angel was thinking, for the Lord knows everything.
�Yes, one day, my people will rebel against me like did Lucifer and some of the other angels,�
God said sadly. �But I already have a plan. I am going to send My Son Jesus to be born of a
virgin mother. He will give His life on a Cross to make all things new and full of joy.� �e angel
was astonishedand so happy he looked with awe at God. ��e eternal Son of God, through
whom all things are made, will have an earthly mother�,� he kept thinking to himself with
amazement. �e angel became so excited he shouted all over heaven: �Dear Lord, You are the
great God of grace and mercy--truly You do all things well!
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Stress-Free Discipline by Judith Bonner, MAED
Judith Bonner has published her �rst book: Stress-Free Discipline. Judith says, ��is step-by-step
plan not only reduces stress, it builds life-long love, teamwork, life skills and responsibility.�
� Phase-related expectations are clear and realistic
� Children grow into adulthood almost painlessly
� Punishment is rare, but sometimes the best consequence
� Negatives are minimized, releasing energy for building and bonding
� Rewards are simple, fun and educational
� �e whole family grows
William C. Reeves, PhD, Human Behavior, writes: �Stress-Free Discipline presents some great ideas
that have been successfully used to help children mature�. Behavior is tracked by a point system that
allows the child to understand the results of both good and improper actions.� To celebrate her new
book, Judith will be having a book signing in the St. James Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 23 from
12:30�2:30 p.m. If you would like a copy of the book, the price is $17.95 but St. James� participants
will get a 10% discount. It will be made available in the Book Nook.

MISSION OF THE MONTH--
Orphan Grain Train

What is Orphan Grain Train?
Orphan Grain Train is a Christian volunteer network
that shares personal and material resources with needy
people in America and around the world. Grain Train
volunteers gather donations of clothing, medical supplies, food, Christian literature, and other aid to
meet real needs. �e Orphan Grain Train movement is a loving response to Jesus Christ�s example as
a servant and His love for us.

�e Beginning
In 1992, Rev. Ray S. Wilke, pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in Norfolk, Neb. volunteered with
a group of Lutherans who traveled to Latvia and Russia to help with a church mission. �ere they
met people with �no hope� in desperate need of spiritual, emotional, and humanitarian aid after the
breakup of the former Soviet Union. �e Latvians begged Rev. Wilke to help them more after he
went home, and he promised he would. Wilke envisioned a train that would travel through America�s
Midwest, picking up cars of donated grain along the way, until it reached a port from which the grain
would be shipped to feed starving orphans in Eastern Europe. Upon his return to the United States,
Wilke contacted Clayton Andrews, president of Andrews Van Lines, a worldwide transportation
company, and told his story. Together, they founded Orphan Grain Train. Within a year, Grain Train�s
�rst shipment, a container of clothing and quilts, arrived in Riga, Latvia.

Present Day
Since 1992, Orphan Grain has delivered more than 63 million pounds of humanitarian aid to needy
people in more than 40 countries on �ve continents. An additional 330 semi loads of hay and forage
products were delivered in 2002-03 to drought-stricken farmers in the Midwest during Operation
Hay and Grain Lift. Orphan Grain Train is a recognized service organization (RSO) of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS). Many shipments have been in cooperation with Lutheran Hour
Ministries, LCMS World Mission, LCMS World Relief, and other

Disaster Response
In addition to international e�orts, disaster relief within the United States is a key part of Orphan
Grain Train�s mission. In the years since hurricane Katrina more than 147 semi loads of supplies have
been shipped to the Gulf Coast to support the recovery e�orts. To see this e�ort �rst-hand, Grain
Train�s Katrina Response video can be viewed online.
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Prayer Shawl 

Ministry
We have been given several
beautiful afghans which
could be gifted to mem-
bers, friends, relatives, and
neighbors as part of our
prayer shawl ministry.  If
you know of someone who

might bene�t from such a gift, please notify
me.  We are glad to share these handmade gifts
as a sign of help, support, and prayer for those
who need it.  Patty Wolfe

Lutheran High is pro-
ducing Luann: Scenes
in a Teen�s Life, a musi-
cal by Greg Evans, the

creator of the nationally syndicated comic strip
Luann. �e production will be performed at St.
Andrew�s Lutheran Church in La Mesa on May
6-8th, with the performances beginning at 8
o�clock. �is is a San Diego premiere! For more
information or to pre-order tickets, please call the
school o�ce at 619-262-4444.

School Newsletter
April was a fun-�lled month. We enjoyed our story time at the I.B. Library with special guest
�Critters� from the dessert.
We hope you all enjoyed a blessed Easter as we celebrated Christ�s resurrection.

St. James Lutheran School children sang songs of appreciation to a large gathering of Imperial Beach
�Community Helpers� at a recent brunch held in their honor. More than 50 service workers in the
community enjoyed the brunch and special songs held at St. James Lutheran School and Church on
Wednesday, April 14th. �is is the 5th year that the school and
its children have enjoyed saying �thank you� and recognizing the contributions of those who serve
our city.

May news....
Teacher Appreciation Week-Monday, May 3rd through Friday, May 7th
We want to thank the Board of Christian Education for the wonderful luncheon we had on Teachers�
Appreciation Day; and we thank our school families and church members for their cards, gifts and
yummy treats.

IMPORTANT DAYS- School Closed on Friday, May 28th for Yearly Calendar Planning /Teacher
Field Day, and Monday, May 31st for Memorial Day.

Birthdays for May- Aidan F., Angel, Joshua and Seth.

Yours in Christ, Brenda Rollison, school director

Looking Ahead…
Vacation Bible School sets sail July 19-23, 6:00�8:00 p.m. �is is for all children. FREE!
Worship in the Park on Sunday, July 25 at 10:00 a.m.




