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In 2002, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals declared the phrase
“under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance unconstitutional. This pledge was
adopted by the US Congress in 1954, signed by President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, and is supported by 91 percent of the American people. This court
is clearly out of step with an American people that understands that our
unalienable rights come from God and that God is our highest authority,
not the state. Yes, the Supreme Court later did overrule the Ninth Circuit,
but merely on procedural grounds rather than afprming éunder Godé as
constitutional.

In the court’s decision, former Justice Sandra Day O’Connor only
defended the phrase “under God” in the Pledge by relegating it to a reli-
giously meaningless, patriotic slogan:

“Even if taken literally, the phrase is merely descriptive; it purports
only to identify the United States as a Nation subject to divine authority.
That cannot be seen as a serious invocation of God or as an expression
of individual submission to divine authority.... Any religious freight the
words may have been meant to carry has long since been lost.”

If the Pledge does not mean that we as Americans actually believe
that we are answerable to God as our highest authority, what does the
Pledge mean? And who or what pray-tell is the highest authority for us
as a nation “of the people, by the people and for the people?” Will it be the
tyranny of the mob? Congress? The Court? or the President? Interestingly
enough, the Supreme Court begins each day that it is in session with the
invocation: “God save the United States and this honorable Court.”This
invocation has been used for nearly two hundred years. When it was prst
adopted in the 1820s, it was not adopted as a religiously empty patriotic
slogan. The Chief Justice at the time was John Marshall. Justice Marshall

was one of the country’s founding fathers, continued page 2







