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		  Major religions such 
as Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikh-
ism and Baha’i do not base their 
¬U½úº ÎÊ UÊĈ ą ï½­UcÄ  º½òúÎï½lUÄ 
event or miracle. For example, 
úº  ­ïòú c½Î²ïUÚºĈ Î¬ &ÿvvºUs 
who is claimed to have lived in 
the 6th century B.C., was only 
Ćï½úú Ê ½Ê úº  ­ïòú l ÊúÿïĈ čß)ß 
Their scriptures were not put 

into writing until after the Christian era began. 
The biography of Muhammad was not written 
until 767 A.D., more than a full century after 
his death. Its earliest manuscripts such as Sira 
weren’t written until approximately 833 A.D., 
Hadith in 870 A.D., Tarikh and Tafsir in 923 
čß)ß U¬ú ï :ÿºUÇÇUvìò lÎÇÚUÊ½ÎÊ UÊv ­ïòú 
generation Muslims were dead.
	 Christianity, on the other hand, is 
not only a genuine faith-experience and life 
lºUÊ²½Ê² ï Ä½²½ÎÊs cÿú UÄòÎ U ą ï½­UcÄ s º½òúÎï½-
cal faith. The Gospel writers, who saw the res-
ÿïï lú v 'ºï½òú ­ïòú ºUÊvs ï ¬ ï úÎ ĆºUú úº Ĉ 
write as “…many infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). 
God was incarnate in Jesus Christ; He could be 
handled and experienced before his public ex-
ecution on the cross and after his resurrection 
from the tomb. He made His life and miracles 
evident in everyday life and it was documented 
by the eyewitnesses. His life is attested in Chris-
tian and non-Christian writings. 
	 These events were well known by the 
religious and secular authorities, including the 
local governor and king: Pontius Pilate and 
Herod Antipas. Later, at trial, before another 
local governor and king, Festus and Herod Ag-
²ï½ÚUs úº  čÚÎòúÄ  EUÿÄ ú òú½­ vr 

continued page 2

	 Jesus’ Easter victory 
over the grave along with 
His death on the cross, form 
the keystone of the Chris-
tian faith. That is why the 
early Christian writers stress 
His death and resurrection 
more than 300 times. With-
Îÿú äÿUÄ½­lUú½ÎÊs úº   Ĉ -
witnesses of these events, 
under the threat of great physical harm and 
v Uúºs ú òú½­ v úÎ 7 òÿòì v Uúº UÊv òÿcò äÿ Êú 
resurrection as the truth of truths. The Apostle 
Paul threw down the gauntlet when he chal-
lenged his readers: “And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins” (I Cor. 15:17). 
	 Christian believers interested in de-
fending the faith need to recognize the unique 
lÿÄúÿïUÄ ò½úÿUú½ÎÊ ½Ê Ćº½lº Ć  ­Êv Îÿïò Äą òß 
The uniqueness stems from a combination of 
factors, not the least of which is secular self-
satisfaction. One is the enlargement of what 
sociologist Marshall McLuhan calls the “Global 
Village”: the exponential increase in world 
communications, resulting in unavoidable 
contact between Christian and non-Christian 
religions.  Another would be Eastern religions 
are mutating into “New Age” Western orienta-
tions, and worldview choices are multiplying. 
Third is the increase in the sophistication of re-
ligionists like al-Qaeda in the use of computers 
úÎ  ćú Êv úº ½ï Â½ºUv½òú ú ïïÎï½òÇß čÊv ­ÊUÄÄĈs 
following the events of the attack on the Twin 
Towers in NY, people have begun to realize 
that not all religions are the same contrary to 
what world religion teachers have promoted.
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“The king is familiar with these things [Christ’s death and resurrection], and I can speak freely to him. I 
am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.” The resur-
rected Christ converted Paul from being an unbeliever and persecutor of the church into a believer who 
suffered much and in the end was martyred for Christ by Caesar Nero.  
	 7 òÿò v lÄUï v 1½Çò Ä¬ úÎ c  0Îvr 1  ĆUò lïÿl½­ v ¬Îï cÄUòÚº ÇĈß 1  ÚïÎą v 1½ò lÄU½Ç cĈ ï½ò-
ing from the dead. Most other religions cannot prove their founder even lived and if he did, they point 
to his grave. Jesus said that He would die at the hands of the authorities in Jerusalem and after three 
days rise from the dead. And He did just that. He claimed He would defeat death and He did. For this 
reason, the last words spoken over the grave of a believer in Jesus Christ aren’t “ashes to ashes and dust 
to dust,” but “ashes to ashes and dust to dust in the sure and certain hope of being raised from the dead 
as Christ Himself is risen.” Have a blessed Easter!
Pastor Jones

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Maundy �ur.	             April 1, Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday,		  April 2, Worship at 7:00 p.m. Tenebrae
Easter Sunday,	             April 4 at 7:00 a.m. Sunrise at IB Pier, 8:30 Breakfast at St. James, 
			   10:00 a.m. Worship at St. James, 12:00 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt for 
			   community children in church yard

Easter Sunrise Service
IB Pier Plaza

April 4 at 7:00 a.m.

St. James organist, 
Stewart Simon, 

recently performed in Carnegie Hall.   �e �Penin-
sula Singers�, a choir he accompanies, joined several 
other choirs for a performance of Beethoven�s �Mass 
in C�.   Stewart sang baritone--so he didn�t play in 
Carnegie Hall but he sang there.   We are proud and 
delighted that he had such an amazing opportunity.  
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STEWARDSHIP-MISSION OF THE MONTH
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

MARCH 2010
Mission statement:											         
	 To reach out in mercy and compassion to those in need, motivated by Christ and His 
Gospel, according to the Lutheran confession of the faith.
 

Core values
	 Mercy Demonstrating the unconditional compassion and love of God in Jesus Christ 
through works of mercy.
	 Fidelity Demonstrating faithfulness to Holy Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, and 
the mission of �e Lutheran Church�Missouri Synod.
	 Integrity Honor and accountability in our relationships with partners and donors.
	 Capacity Developing and strengthening internal resources to meet human care needs.
 

Our story
	 Earliest records show the General Relief Board was established in 1905 and expended 
its �rst disaster response funding in 1907. �e board primarily assisted professors in LCMS 
colleges, Synodical employees, pastors, and teachers. It also provided help for disaster survivors 
and destitute persons worldwide. Under di�erent names, the board played major roles in relief 
and recovery e�orts following both World Wars. After 1953, as the Board for World Relief, the 
agency focused its e�orts on disaster response and long-term self-help programs.
	 Today, LCMS World Relief and Human Care is a vibrant ministry of hope, sharing 
Christ�s mercy with people in need worldwide. �e agency enhanced relationships with inter-
national partners in recent years, and continues to award grants to domestic and international 
partners for projects that bene�t communities in need.
	 In 2005, LCMS WR-HC coordinated multi-million dollar responses after the tsunami 
in Asia and hurricanes on the Gulf Coast. During the past three years, over $25 million was 
awarded through more than 650 U.S. and international grants.
	 Eph: 2:10 �We are God�s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance to do.�

FUNERAL SERVICE was held for Solveig (Sue) Elinore Kelley, Saturday, March 
13, 2010 Glen Abbey Mortuary�Bonita, California. Sue Kelley had been a mem-
ber of St. James for 50 years.	 Jesus said, �I am the resurrection and the life�.�
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Pine Valley Retreat, 
May 14-16, 2010

Our theme this year is ��e Big Picture as Seen through Little 
Windows.� Pine Valley is a small community nestled in the moun-
tains of eastern San Diego County. In the woods just outside of 
the one-horse town is the Pine Valley Retreat Center. We invite 
everyone who would like to get away for a weekend of relaxation 
and a faith-lift to join us this year. We enjoy Bible topics, com-
fortable accommodations, great food, fellowship and God�s great 

outdoors. Last year the cost per person was $115. �is year the �nal cost will depend on the 
number of registrants, but the price will be comparable. For more information contact Trevor 
Bartlett: email: nightsweb2004@yahoo.com; in the subject line enter Retreat. �e sign-up list is 
on the display board at the back of the church.

Dios Tenia otros Planes
	 Nosotros somos testigos de todas las cosas que Jesœs, a quien mataron colgÆndolo en 
un madero, hizo en la tierra de Judea y en JerusalØn. A Øste levantó Dios al tercer día e hizo 
que apareciera, no a todo el pueblo, sino a los testigos que Dios había ordenado de antemano, 
a nosotros que comimos y bebimos con Øl despuØs que resucitó de los muertos. Hechos 10:39-
41
	 Al igual que nuestras vidas, la Biblia llena de testimonios de �... pero Dios�. Abraham 
estaba en un país extranjero... pero Dios lo cuidó. MoisØs no sabía cómo iba a hacer para cruzar 
el mar... pero Dios separó las aguas. Daniel fue echado a una fosa con leones... pero Dios le pre-
servó la vida. Usted y yo estÆbamos destinados a estar separados de nuestro amoroso Creador 
por la eternidad... pero Dios tenía otros planes.
	 Hoy, leemos el �... pero Dios� mÆs grande de la historia. �Lo mataron colgÆndolo de 
una cruz... pero Dios lo levantó al tercer día...� Dios tomó la acción asesina mÆs horrenda e 
injusti�cable de la historia, y la usó para la realizar la mejor obra que la humanidad jamÆs haya 
visto. La muerte no pudo sujetar a Jesœs. Por el poder de Dios, el cruci�cado se convirtió en el 
resucitado. El siervo sufriente es ahora el Salvador victorioso.
	 Por nosotros mismos no podríamos reconocer el signi�cado de la muerte de Cristo ni 
creer las buenas noticias de su resurrección... pero Dios nos ha dado su Espíritu Santo, y por la 
fe nos ha hecho testigos de su triunfo sobre la muerte.
¡Cristo ha resucitado!

Cristo… is a ministry of Lutheran Hour Ministries. Web page: lhm.org
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What is an Acolyte?
		 A long time ago, the church decided that pastors should be assisted by 
specially trained persons when Christians gathered for worship. In the �ird 
Century A.D. came acolytes who were trained to carry the cross and candles 
and incense in procession and to assist other worship leaders during the wor-
ship service. Some even think that the boy Samuel, who assisted Eli in the Old 
Testament Temple, could be called the �rst acolyte. �e most famous acolyte 
is Tarsicus who was martyred for his faith in the year 258 A.D. at the hands of 
Roman soldiers. �e soldiers caught him carrying consecrated bread from the 
Roman catacombs to churches meeting in the city at a time when it was illegal 
for Christians to assemble. As an acolyte you are continuing a long and noble 

tradition that spans seventeen centuries. St. James too has produced many �ne 
acolytes since its beginnings in 1954.

	 �e word acolyte means follower or attendant. In the early days of the church, serving 
as an acolyte was one of the steps toward becoming a pastor. In this way, future pastors would 
get to learn all about Christian worship�what it means, how it should be led, and how impor-
tant those moments are to the church and to all who attend. In those early days, acolytes who 
did their tasks well would become sub-deacons and, if they served well, they could eventually 
become deacons. As deacons, they were permitted to lead certain parts of the service and could 
look forward to being ordained as pastors.  

	 Today no one expects every acolyte to become a pastor, although most men who are 
pastors probably served as acolytes in their younger years. What has not changed is the need 
for worship assistants. It�s not because pastors are overworked during the worship services. It�s 
because worship is a group activity where all come together to o�er their gifts, talents, skills 
and abilities to praise God. Acolytes are needed because they have a special service to perform 
at each time of worship. Acolytes are needed to: 

		  �	 help get the church ready for worship
		  �	 know what�s supposed to happen and help it happen
		  �	 do their tasks with reverence and care
		  �	 make it obvious that worship is a holy event
		  �	 let every word and action declare the glory of God
		  �	 show a deep love for God and his holy Church 
		  �	 put everything in place after the worship service
		  �	 live out their Baptism in Christ throughout the week

	 Acolytes, therefore, are much more than candle lighters and o�ering receivers. �ey are 
part of a long and holy tradition in the Christian Church, bringing their particular service to 
the celebration of the liturgy. It�s a ministry that deserves careful preparation, and with the help 
of God, it deserves an acolyte�s very best e�orts. If you are a youth who is interested in serving 
in the o�ce of Acolyte, please contact Jorge Gonzalez, the elder in charge of acolyte training. 
Pastor Jones
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School News
 
Update for March- We welcomed Christiano to the 
Star Preschool room. 
 
Just an added note- Our children had a great time 
singing for the I.B.  Senior Center for St. Patrick�s 
Day, they handmade their maracas to go with the 
songs they learned: Where, Oh Where Did All �e Lit-
tle Leprechauns Go and You Put Your Shamrock In and 
Shake It All About.
 
April- It�s great to be back from a well-rested Easter 
Vacation. Hope all of our families enjoyed the Easter 
Services and family time together.
 
Celebrating birthdays this month are- Drew, Natalie, Olivia and Tatum.
 
No School on Good Friday, April 2nd and Monday, April 5th.
 
Wednesday, April 14th is our Community Brunch for our local businesses,  that have wel-
comed our children for educational �eld trips and other programs.
 
Kindergarten registration is now open for the fall. If you are interested in your child attend-
ing here, please be sure to call school o�ce for more information.
 
�ank you, Brenda Rollison, School Director

April 18 Talent Show
Would you like to hear �What the World Needs Now is Love�, 
�Daddy Sang Bass�, �God Bless the USA�, selections from 
�My Fair Lady� and �Sound of Music?�   �en be sure to at-
tend our talent show on April 18, 4:00 p.m. in the St. James 
sanctuary.   Bring friends and neighbors for a fun afternoon of 
music and fellowship.   We have something for everyone--so-
los duets, trios, instrumentalists etc. etc.   We hope to see you 
there.   �e Choir 




