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Inthe ne tradition of Austria, we sing. Silent Night (Stille Nacht) at the Chrsti-
mas Midnight service to celebrate the birth of Christ the Savior. Fr. Josef Mohr
wrote the German poem that became the lyrics for this marvelous Christmas
carol in 1816. He composed these words while serving his rst parish, a pilgrim
parish, in the quaint Alpine Village of Mariapfarr. Two years later he was sent
to the Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf. There he asked Franz Gruber, the
school headmaster, to write a tune for his song and to arrange it for guitar ac-
companiment. The old, stanch, senior priest at St. Nicholas, however, would not
permit guitar music for church services nor permit any language other than
Latin. However, on Christmas Eve 1818, the organ would not work. Some think
it was mice, others think it was corrosion from past ooding along the Salzach
River, and still others think Headmaster Gruber may have had a hand in the
malfunction so Fr. Mohr could play His guitar for Christmas. In either case,
faced with no music for Christmas, the senior priest asked Fr. Mohr to play his
guitar for the Midnight Christmas service and permitted him to sing his new
Christmas carol in German. So warmly and enthusiastically was the carol re-
ceived, that its singing has spread not only throughout Austria, but has become
a world-wide Christmas favorite in over 300 languages.

Nearly one-hundred years later, on Christmas Day in 1914, German soldiers
along WWI s Western Front began decorating their trenches with Weihnachten
trees and singing Silent Night. The British troops on the other side respond-
ed with Silent Night and English Christmas carols. Some of the German sol-
diers dared to walk across no-man s-land to greet the British troops in English,

Merry Christmas! The sounds of war grew silent as enemies sang about the
Savior s birth, and shared gifts of cigarettes, plum pudding and whiskey. For
his book, Silent Night, Stanley Weintrub, a military historian, gathered original
letters and photos, oral histories, newspaper reports, and of cial eld diaries of
many army units to record many such unof cial Christmas truces.

Again, during World War |1, ghting was halted on many fronts on Christmas
Eve as people around the world tuned in to their radios to hear opera performer
Ernestine Schumann-Heink sing Stille Nacht. Heilige Nacht. Particularly poi-
gnant in the story is that Mme. Schmann-Heink had one son ghting for the
Allies and another for the Axis forces.
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As she sang, her own troubled heart as well as others were quieted by the peace that
only Christ can give. For the length of the hymn and a time after, the smoke drifted
silently across the torn earth to the gentle words, All is calm all is bright Round yon
virgin mother and child

At St. James, as at thousands of churches around the world, we will once again cel-
ebrate the old familiar story of Jesus birth: the incarnation of God. With the Living
Nativity, we will reenact the pastoral scene of the Virgin Mary and Joseph with baby
Jesus wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. Shepherds by night will come
running to see this amazing thing in Bethlehem that the angels proclaimed. The wise
men in their nery bearing costly gifts will bow down to worship the newborn King:
Immanuel, God is with us. And all will sing, Christ the Savior is born, Christ the
Savior is born! May you and yours have a bless@d Advent and a Christmas full of His
peace. It is a peace that only He, the Prince of Peace can give. Invite the Christ-child
into your life and He will truly make your heart a quiet place of joy.

Merry Christmas! Pastor Douglas Jones

PETAL PUSHERS GET
READY TO DO IT AGAIN!

Its that time of year! e Lutheran Petal Pushers are currently recruit-
ing volunteers for the 2010 Pasadena Rose Parade. e Petal Pushers
will be decorating six oats and assisting with oral preparations in the

: ower tent. We will be decorating: Detail Days: 9 pm to 5 pm  Sat-
RIS | rday, December 5; Saturday, December 12; and Saturday, December
19. Decorating week: Saturday, December 26 - Day Shift: 9am 4 pm
shift; Evening Shift: 1 pm 9 pm; Sunday, December 27 through Wednesday, December
30 Day Shift: 8:00 am to 3:30 pm; Evening Shift: 3:00 to 11 pm;  ursday, December
31 Day Shiftonly: 8:00 am to completion (approximately 12 pm). As a reminder, all vol-
unteers must be 13 years and older (for insurance purposes). All volunteers during Decorat-
ing week are required to have a Petal Pushers shirt (any year). Please email
reservations@petalpushers.org any updated volunteer counts)  anks to the e orts of
the Petal Pushers, we are able to keep the only religious oat in the Tournament of Roses
Parade. You volunteers are a blessing! www.petalpushers.org

SUPPORT LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES

Lutheran Hour Ministries is a Christian outreach ministry supporting churches worldwide.
LHM produces Christian radio and TV programming for broadcast, as well as Internet and
print communications, dramas, music, and outreach materials, to reach unchurched people
in the United States and more than 30 other countries. LHMs agship program, e Lu-
theran Hour, airs weekly on more than 900 stations in North America.






